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From the authors of The Book of Faery Magic comes an enchanting new adventure into the

power and beauty of water and the oceanic realm. Brimming with sea magic, inner journeys,

fun recipes and rich research, Mermaid Magic will help you develop your own deep connection

to the element of water. Work with the ocean and its creatures, learn about tides and lunar

phases, divine your future with sea oracles, absorb the healing energies of sacred wells and

springs, become an eco warrior, and discover the beauty of mermaid lore and legends – and

how to call on the mermaids for love and transformation. Whether you believe mermaids are

living beings or a beautiful myth, they have long reflected our greatest hopes and embodied

our deepest fears. They have been cast as helpful sea beings, innocents prepared to sacrifice

all for a human soul, and sirens intent on luring men into temptation. Today they are stronger,

kinder and more powerful than ever – and are inspiring a new wave of ocean guardians to care

for our fragile planet and its sacred bodies of water.Within the pages of Mermaid Magic you

will:* Invoke mermaids and sea goddesses for health and happiness.* Dive in with dolphins,

whales, dugongs and sea turtles.* Slip back in time to the golden age of Lemuria, Atlantis and

Ys.* Study the charms, spells and secrets of the sea witches.* Connect with your inner

mermaiden and transform your life.* Discover your mermaid archetype and tap in to your

watery muse.* Work with the element of water in rituals and meditations.* Unlock the

messages of the mermaids from literature and legend.* Visit the planet’s most sacred healing

wells and springs.* Hear from marine conservationists, dolphin advocates and free-spirited

surfers.* Meet real-life mermaids, artists, writers and healers, and much, much more…

Including interviews with professional surfer and environmentalist Dave Rastovich, artists

Jessica Galbreth and Jasmine Becket-Griffith, real-life mermaid Hannah Mermaid, healer and

ocean-lover Doreen Virtue, British druidess and teacher Cassandra Eason, dolphin researcher

Dr Olivia De Bergerac, manatee expert Professor Caryn Self-Sullivan, sea turtle rehabilitator

Lesley Baird, magical authors Michelle Lovric and Liz Kessler and more, this book is a magical

journey into the enchanted oceanic realm as well as your own heart and soul.
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MyersLucy’s Mermaid Love“But what if I’m a mermaid,with these jeans of his with her name

still on it?”Tori Amos, American singerBefore conscious memory, there was the water. There

was the water inside my mother’s womb, that I swam in for nearly ten moons, a mermaid in the

ocean within my mother. We are born through water, and we enter into a world of air, but I

could swim before I can remember, and I learned to stay afloat, to dive and blow bubbles in

rock pools, to stare at the light refracting from her surface, to appreciate the stormy blue blacks

and the turquoise greens of her moods. I swam as a child in waves right at the liminal place

where the land meets the sea, that doorway between the worlds, the gateway between the

world of the water and the world of the air.I spent hours holding my breath beneath the water,

opening my short-sighted eyes to her depths, exploring, feeling my way around the rocks near

the pools at the shore. I fished with my father off these rocks, was dragged into the ocean more

than once, and at seventeen I learned to surf... It demanded courage, and to the waves I was

asked to sacrifice pride, time and sometimes flesh! I learned even more deeply of the waves

and the tides, the currents and rips and the direction of her winds. I moved from being

immersed in the ocean, wanting to breathe under her waters, to riding her surface, feeling her

power, and learning so much about her from moving with her, being moved by her.The ocean

is humbling. She teaches you that no matter how much you think you know, there are always

surprises. Surfing is humbling. You fall off, are swept under and turned over and over, to rise to

your feet and fly on the surface of water, sharing the space with her creatures. And you fall

again and again, but as long as you get up, and push yourself to your feet, you are learning. I

love being out there early, as the dolphins move past at sunrise over the kelp reefs. I love how

light and fast and strong I feel, flying along the face of a wave. I love how each day she

changes. Nothing is repeatable in the ocean.Mermaids are the intermediaries between the

human world and the great, deep energies of grandmother ocean. They keep the song of the

waters, and they call out to us, to remind us that the great ocean is our true mother and the

home of all life.Within these pages, you’ll learn of mermaid magics, songs and stories, legends

and spells. You’ll discover how to make and create her symbols, and how to work with these,

no matter how near or far you are from the call of the sea. You’ll come to understand her tides,

her relationship with the moon, hear of the sea witches still working their ancient traditions, and

you will be taught to draw and create sea runes of authentic magic.We’ve included information

on divination and identification of seashells, ways to contribute to marine conservation, the

messages of sea creatures and traditions from across the world’s most amazing and authentic

sea cultures. There are techniques and meditations and journey-workings to connect you with

mermaids and the energies of the ocean and water from wells, rivers and streams. By

connecting with this book, you’ll connect to the life force of this incredible element, and you will

quench your thirst for the deep knowledge so many of us quest for.The sea goddess Yemanja

is often depicted as a mermaid, a vast, primordial mermaid with a star shining from her head, a

mermaid of power who gives birth to the world... Through her we remember that mermaid

energy is not simply light, flirtatious and sexual. Mermaid energy symbolises the birth of the

world through water. And even though the mermaid’s power and energy has been appropriated

and diminished, she is growing stronger again.She returns, the old one who is part human,



part ocean creature – and all humans are born of her. Her mirror is the doorway and the entry

point to the unseen world. Her tail is the womb from which we are all born. The salt water is

that which we all are suspended in, that which gives life and oxygen to this world of the land.

May this book not only help you connect more and more with the mermaid – may it assist us all

in falling deeply in love with the waters of this world. For from them, life herself pours forth and

blesses this planet.Serene’s Oceanic Magic“The sea, once it casts its spell,holds one in its net

of wonder forever.”Jacques Cousteau, French scientist and oceanographerI’ve always loved the

ocean. Dad was a surfer (and still is), so we were always close to the sea, be it in Sydney’s

beach suburbs, on the north coast near Byron Bay or in the surf mecca of Margaret River. We

lived in a tent by the ocean when I was a baby, and I was bathed in a bucket on the beach.

Later, my sister and I loved swimming in the pale green sea, imagining we were Brooke

Shields in Blue Lagoon, and feeling so dreamy, free and alive. In summer we’d stay in for as

long as we could, peering at reefs and pretty fish, at the sunlight streaming through the

sparkling surface. In winter we’d brave the icy water, or stand on the shore, jumping over

waves, daring each other to run in, shrieking with joy and wonder. We saved whales when they

beached nearby, did coastal clean-ups and rallied against over-development, and I never could

bring myself to eat fish or any other creature. We spent school holidays camped on a beach,

picking up seashells as Dad surfed, delighting in this magical place where sea meets sand

meets sky. When I moved to the city for uni, I still loved the ocean, especially at night, when

moonlight makes the foam of the waves phosphorescent, and the twinkling stars provide gentle

light to this shadowy realm. Often I’d go to the beach after a night out, alone or with friends,

and dive beneath the dark surface, lulled by the sound of the waves, gazing at the stars in the

black sky, swept up in the magic of this in-between place, this in-between time. Even in the pool

in my pink apartment block, there were moments of magic as I dove to the bottom then slowly

spiralled upwards, watching the sunlight pierce the surface of this surreal underwater realm.

And there’s nothing on earth like watching the sun set into the ocean in the blazing western

sky, something I’ve missed since moving back to the east coast.I spent months travelling

around the coast of Ireland, drinking in the desolate, dramatic sea cliffs and coves, braving the

icy seas to swim with a dolphin. I hiked around tiny Scottish islands and stood in awe inside the

sea cave at Staffa, where the ocean rushes in and creates the melody that inspired German

composer Mendelssohn’s Hebrides Overture. I explored the black sand beaches of Hawaii,

swimming with dolphins, sea turtles and manta rays, floated in warm Pacific Island oceans and

wandered rock strewn New Zealand seashores, along with more of Australia’s beautiful

coast.The magic of water isn’t limited to the sea though, for it exists in the rivers, wells, lakes

and springs of the earth too. The healing waters of Chalice Well and Lourdes, the hot mineral

springs that emerge along volcanic mountain slopes, the fountains that dot pilgrimage paths

like the Camino, all these sources heal, nourish and enliven us. The magic extends to the

weather too – the cleansing rain that soothes our soul as well as the parched earth, the energy

of storm clouds and torrential downpours. Water makes up at least sixty per cent of our body,

and for witches it is the element that is the basis of cleansing, healing and nurturing rituals and

spells.We can’t survive without water, yet the rivers and seas are being used and abused, filled

with rubbish, its creatures decimated. Several species will become extinct in our lifetime, and

many are dying not even to feed people, but as by-catch in unsustainable fishing methods, or

to supply aquariums for dolphin shows. But the worst of humanity often inspires the best of it,

and I loved interviewing people for this book, finding out about the wonderful campaigns they

are involved in, and the simple changes we can all make to create a better world. The image at

the end of The Cove, of dolphin protector Ric O’Barry standing in a Japanese mall for days on



end to send out his message, breaks my heart – while also filling it with gratitude, love and

hope. Ric, along with whale crusader Paul Watson, eco warrior and one-time mermaid Daryl

Hannah and surfer Dave Rastovich, are just a few of those committed to protecting the ocean

and its inhabitants.And mermaids? I love swimming in the sea, snorkelling with fish and

dreaming of an iridescent tail that can swish me away to a world more tranquil than anything on

land. I know they were dreamed up in the majesty of humanity’s mind, but I love them for

bringing beauty and grace to our world, connecting us with the sea, and reminding us of the

need to look after this watery realm and all who live in it.Back to Table of ContentsWhat Are

Mermaids?“She is mine own,And I as rich in having such a jewelAs twenty seas, if all their

sand were pearl,The water nectar, and the rocks pure gold.”William Shakespeare, The Two

Gentlemen of VeronaLucy Cavendish: “The mermaids are, to me, the deep elemental beings,

the wisdom of the sea, the most often unseen ones who cleanse and protect the waterways

and their inhabitants. They are no fantasy – they are an elemental force to be reckoned with.

We have conjured images of mermaids and beings that most often reflect back to us

something of our own wisdoms and prejudices. Unsoulled sirens of the medieval era, heartless

vamps in the early 1900s, feisty girl-women in 2000, and finally, now, they are no longer

longing for the land – our stories of mermaids are celebrating their true home, their unique

abilities, and no longer forcing them to walk, to breathe air, or to fall in love with the men of the

land to acquire a human soul. They are Other, and they need not our approval.”Serene

Conneeley: “Humanity has always longed to swim in the sea and fly in the air, and we created

mythical creatures that could do this, imbuing them with all the traits we desired – beauty,

strength, independence, freedom, flight. Now we’ve invented ways to breathe underwater like

the mermaids, so we’ve created a new role for them. It doesn’t matter that they are simply a

beautiful creation of our imagination, because they have power as a symbol. Today they

represent a deep connection to our oceans and to marine conservation, and are rallying

people to protect our beautiful earth and its waters. Mermaids are returning in new stories, in

books, movies, magazines and even TV ad campaigns, re-imagined for a new audience and

brought vividly to life. This doesn’t make them true (just as vampire legends, the Twilight series

and the Sookie Stackhouse books don’t mean vampires exist), but they are real to us, touching

our hearts, sparking our imagination, and connecting us back to the beautiful ocean, to the

water that gives us life, and the healing magic of this beautiful, powerful element.”Dave

Rastovich, pro surfer and founder of Surfers For Cetaceans: “Mermaids might have been some

weird creation from Atlantean times when the culture got a little confused. Or the mermaid

might be a representation of human/dolphin/ocean blending, a symbol of the oneness we feel

when we slip into the sea... It’s different for everyone I guess, and none of us have the right to

tell anyone else what to think and feel about our interactions with life. So, whatever a mermaid

means to you is whatever it means to you...”Skye Andrew, artist: “My first exhibition was called

Sirenes, as in the sirens of the sea. To me, mermaids represent feminine power and allure and

deception – using their wiles to lure sailors to their certain death upon crashing rocks. I also

love the depiction of mermaids and sirens in films, including O Brother, Where Art Thou? and

even Ben Stiller in Zoolander, posing as a merman in his modelling career. The imagery of

mermaids is mysterious and alluring, and leaves a lot of room open for fun and play in

interpretation.”Voula Par, earth mumma: “Mermaids are the mysterious fish people of the sea.

The roaring ocean is their home, in the ocean caves they sleep, under the huge waves they

play, deep within the ocean darkness is their kingdom, away from human eyes. To me they

represent mystery. I think they live on a different plane to us humans, on an ethereal level. I

love to walk along the beach with my feet in the water, I find it a very releasing experience,



especially when contemplating life’s ups and downs. I always come home feeling refreshed in

mind and body. I try to mentally send the mermaids messages of love, and let them know that I

do care for their water home. I also collect rubbish off the beach, and teach my children to do

the same.”Nigel Bartlett, writer: “To me, mermaids are mythical, magical figures that represent

freedom and escape. That’s due in part to their ability to swim so gracefully (which I don’t

have), the fact that the watery world is their oyster (I’m nervous in the ocean, for the

aforementioned reason) and also the fact that they’re so often represented bare-breasted,

which suggests to me a complete lack of self-consciousness (which I’m plagued by). The fact

that humans chose to create in their imaginations such a free-spirited figure suggests we have

a strong desire to be rid of our earthly chains. Our fascination with mermaids reveals an honest

and sincere wish for a better, less regimented life.”Karen Wheeler, healer: “Mermaids are like

unicorns and dragons, and exist in another realm. They are mythical, and are for those who

love to dream and dare to hope. I think they are real but of another dimension, and can be

visible when they choose to cross the veil, ie in times of trouble to fishermen or drowning folk. I

believe they can reach out and connect in some way to female humans who are in essence like

merwomen. I’ve seen them in my mind’s eye, but haven’t interacted with them. They represent

beauty, a yearning feminine sexuality that’s out of reach to human males, and are magical. I

believe they communicate with King Neptune, and are a balance to his masculine

energy.”Angela McDermott, magical woman: “I certainly don’t see mermaids as ever having

been real, instead for me they are an archetypal sea goddess with all the related meanings of

the element of water. I also relate them to the temptress, but their energy is sad, hollow and

searching. They are untouchable by mere land-dwelling mortals, and to gain a soul they must

marry outside their species. So to me the mermaid archetype represents sadness, searching,

loneliness and grief.”Andrew Stopps, music teacher: “To me, mermaids represent temptation

into the deep. They are beautiful, lyrical creatures who tempted people to go with them into the

ocean, probably not realising we can’t breathe underwater. I think the message of the

mermaids is: ‘Beware all that seems beautiful, because sometimes it can lead you to your

doom.’ I believe they are etheric creatures, although there have been sightings and stories of

merpeople through the ages, so there may be a kernel of truth.”Brendan Hancock, shamanic

witch and crafter: “Mermaids represent the lure to dive deep below the surface of emotions, to

explore the dark depths that can be filled with fear but also excitement. The best word for them

is temptation. As to whether they’re real, I couldn’t say for sure, but there are so many parts of

the ocean that are unknown. I think they’ve removed themselves from physical contact and

instead communicate through the astral or dream planes. I believe there are people who carry

mermaid energy, and when I swim in the ocean I feel the healing energy the water

provides.”Sharne Michelle, meditation teacher: “I love mermaids. I have a painting of one from

Hawaii, and I speak to her as I pass by. I don’t think mermaids are real, but her image

represents a feminine healing energy and a playful free spirit, and wishful thinking about being

able to swim under the sea and play with the creatures. And when I run meditation classes, I

always get asked to do my Mermaid Going to the Crystal Cave meditation, as people seem to

relate to it and find it healing and relaxing.”Cynthia Cano, magical traveller: “To me, mermaids

are the ocean’s soul personified. When I was little and wanted to be a mermaid like Ariel, I felt

they were in the waves, that they whispered to me between the roars of the waves crashing on

the sand, and there was a feeling of completeness that came from being in the water. I’d ask

them to create bigger waves so I could ride them to shore, and almost every time I asked, it

worked. I believe they are real, but that they exist in a different realm to where we are.”Vivian

Agios, designer: “I love the mermaids. To me they are magical. I love the idea that they could



exist, but then logic sets in! I do believe there are what the ancients used to call the sirens, so

perhaps they did exist but no longer do? My interest is that they are illustrated so often in old

texts and literature – how could they have not been real?” Trish Anderson-Young, crystal

healer: “I believe mermaids exist. I remember past lives as a mermaid, and since I was a child

I’ve always wanted to breathe underwater. To this day I swim like a mermaid, with my ankles

together rather than kicking in the traditional way. I believe more and more people are

remembering how mermaids once played an important role in their life, or perhaps that they

too were once a mermaid or merman.”Suzanne Adams, fantasy baker: “It would be lovely to

think that somewhere in the vastness of the oceans there are mermaids, that these half-

women, half-fish creatures exist, but the History Channel had a doco that showed what a real

mermaid would look like if it existed. She would not be the beautiful creature we imagine – her

human half would have had to adapt to seawater and therefore be bloated, as would her face,

and it was proven that hair can’t be maintained in seawater, therefore she would be bald. They

also showed a rare mammal, the dugong, which is often mistaken for a mermaid. From a

distance they have the flowing effect of hair, the long tail and fins near the top of their body that

look like arms. Out of water it’d take more imagination to believe it was a mermaid, but if it was

swimming away from you in murky water, I could believe it. Then you get into the selkie

legends, and it’s nice to think that maybe, just maybe... ” Sabina Collins, writer and musician:

“Mermaids represent the flow of the ocean and the cleansing and healing properties of water. I

feel like a mermaid when I’m swimming! They remind me of salty sea dogs, tales of drunken

sailors, and the effects of being at sea for weeks and months creating visions from a mixture of

loneliness and hope. Mind you, there are some unexplained mermaid tales that could bode

true...”Martine Allars, author of the forthcoming book The Last Mermaid: “I’ve always been

fascinated by mermaids. I liked the idea that we had some powerful force moving in the sea

that was unexplained. I always thought of mermaids as being wondrous, mysterious and free

creatures, our more natural and earthed cousins. I like to think they are real as we have no real

understanding of the depths and secrets of the darkest parts of the sea. Though I can

understand why they keep a low profile – I’d want to protect my privacy too!”Emma Roberts,

actress: “I think every little girl’s dream is to be a mermaid or to see a mermaid. When I was

young I’d go to the beach and cover my legs in the sand. And I love the water. People from

different cultures have the same idea of what mermaids are, so that’s a cool thing to think

about. I’d like to believe, why not? I wanted to do the movie Aquamarine as there hadn’t been a

mermaid story in a while – obviously there’s The Little Mermaid and Splash, and I wanted to do

something like that.”Justin Sayers, musician: “To me, mermaids are a representation of that

greatest of human traits – imagination. I think we often forget just how marvellous this trait is.

Only homo sapiens, with their wild ability to postulate notions of a half-fish body (or a half-

horse body, or Spider-powers, or a rubber Batsuit) could dream up something so ridiculously

wonderful and magical as a mermaid. It’s that same imagination that allows us to dream, to

invent, to service myth and science and music and movies and poetry and iPads and Darth

Vader and faerytales and magic and wonder... And mermaids.”Jessika Larcombe, witch: “I think

mermaids are beautiful water faery like beings, and there can be both good and evil ones. I

think they’re real – those myths and legends had to come from somewhere, right? I’ve loved

reading about them. The Little Mermaid is such a lovely story, and I think Hans Christian

Andersen knew about the world of magic and all its creatures, since he wrote so many

wonderful children’s stories that have delighted and captured the hearts and minds of children

and adults alike for years. I think mermaids can be archetypal too, sea goddesses like

Aphrodite and Venus are protectors of the sea, which can also represent that they are



protectors of our emotions.”Sarah Byrne, school teacher and surfer: “When I was young I saw

mermaids as faerytale creations, figments of my imagination. Now I believe they exist

etherically, but are very real. I’ve been in the ocean and felt large heavy flapping tails behind

me, and something swim under me. I’ve heard giggles and received beautiful, gentle guidance,

and these experiences have seemed real. I believe they are mermaids. They have a friendly,

free and wild energy about them. They’re like big sisters encouraging me to fulfil my dreams

and be my true self, without worrying about what people might think. After a very sad

relationship break-up, the mermaids have shown me why I need to be single at this time, and

have slowly helped to heal my broken heart, helping me feel stronger and not so afraid to love

again. Mermaids seem cheeky and flirty, and have helped me laugh at myself, and to develop

socially. Since swimming in the ocean I’ve become more feminine and sensual. Everyone

needs something to believe in. I believe in mermaids, and they haven’t let me down yet. How

do I know that? Because I’m happy.”Liza Feeney, earth mother and witch: “Mermaids were a

huge part of my childhood imagination – swimming like a mermaid was so peaceful and free.

There is something delicious about feeling and moving around, weightless and caressed by

water. So for me it was part imagination, part sensory, part activity! They’re a beautiful

representation of the feminine beauty of ocean creatures, a combination of memories held

deep in our DNA and the graceful dugong, so human-like in its mothering. The undine, a water

elemental, might also be credited to an underwater creature taking on human form, and it

could be the ability to see spirit that exists in the oceanic world as opposed to the earthly

plane. So I do think mermaids exist, along with all other keepers and protectors of the magical

realms.”Anita Revel, civil marriage celebrant: “Most of the wedding ceremonies I conduct are

on the beach, which is truly magical. The barefoot bride stands by her groom alongside the

waves lapping the shore, and guests are swept away by the romance. The backdrop is the

ocean, as vast and deep as the love they share for each other at that moment. The occasional

playful dolphin dances through the waves while I welcome the guests, and I like to think that

nearby a mermaid is watching and bestowing her blessings on the union too, representing the

luscious, all-encompassing and seductive love people experience once in their

lifetime.”Elisabeth Knowles, journalist: “Mermaids are just a wonderful figment of the

imagination – and wishful thinking on the part of ancient mariners who had spent far too long at

sea, away from the company of women. It’s no surprise the mermaids who feature in sailors’

fantasies look like underwater Barbie dolls, with perfect figures, bare breasts and long, flowing

hair. But how could such beautiful women reach a vessel in the middle of the ocean, days from

land? Why, if they had a dolphin-like tail, gills and the desire to seduce men of course! Which is

hilarious considering one theory is that mermaids came about when seafarers saw dugongs –

which more closely resemble obese, unattractive peasant women than fantasy babes. Some of

the darker Greek myths and classic faerytales involve beautiful mermaids who trick men into

joining them in their underwater world, where they can’t survive. To me, this darker, evil side of

mermaids makes more interesting fiction than the teenage-girl craving for jewel-like scales and

super powers.”Brian Grazer, producer of Splash: “I created what I thought was the perfect girl

by definition, then assigned a symbol to that girl – and that symbol was a mermaid.”Ron

Howard, director of Splash: “I didn’t want the mermaid, Madison, to be an object. I really

wanted her to be a noble character, powerful in her own right, and really worthy of deep love.

Daryl was perfect for the mermaid because she had to have a simplicity, but she also had to

have a quality that forced your eyes to her. We found with Daryl that she was so capable of

swimming beautifully, and holding her breath, and not allowing bubbles to escape, that she

could actually exert herself, and hold her breath, and act, for sixty seconds at a time.”Daryl



Hannah, Madison in Splash, and environmentalist: “I had been obsessed with the Hans

Christian Andersen faerytale The Little Mermaid ever since I was a kid. And I fantasised about

being one myself – I tied my feet together in the pool and practised swimming like that from a

very early age. The best thing about Splash’s success was little kids loving it. To this day, when

they come up to me, they’re like, “Madison!” I’ve met hundreds of kids named Madison, and

they all want to go swimming with me. I love that.”Cheralyn Darcey, environmental artist: “On

some level I believe mermaids are real. When I’m near the water I have mermaid dreams and

feel their energy. And I’ve always adored mermaid stories, especially the movie Splash, which

was such a joyous story for me. So when it came to naming our daughter we wanted a name

that was as magical as her coming into the world, as I had a very difficult pregnancy. My

husband is a clearance diver in the navy, our son was already a little fish, and we lived on the

water. During the pregnancy I knew I wanted to give her a mermaid name, as I felt even more

drawn to the energy of the sea. I came up with lots, but my husband didn’t like any. Finally I

suggested Madison, the mermaid from Splash, and he loved it, even though we’d never heard

anyone use it as a name. We added an extra D as it looked prettier and more feminine. Our

Maddison is now eighteen and there are lots of other Madisons, but at the time I was

constantly repeating, spelling and explaining the name to very mixed responses. Now my

mermaid is at uni, swims like a fish, loves scuba diving and snorkelling, has crystal blue eyes

and is very mermaidy beautiful. We chose the right name!”Jessica’s Mermaid MagicAmerican

Jessica Galbreth is an inspiring, magical artist who has long painted mermaids, faeries and

other mythological subjects, and she also makes jewellery and altered art pieces. She is now

embarking on a new artistic venture, painting angels to add more beauty, hope and peace to

the world. Visit Jessica at .“I consider mermaids to be fantasy creatures, something beautiful

from the imaginations of humans, conjured to celebrate our longing for the sea. I think just as

all of us have wished to fly with the birds, we’ve also wished to be able to breathe underwater

and swim with the dolphins. I definitely wanted to be a mermaid when I was a kid – I had a

special dive with a mermaid “kick” at the end that I was especially proud of. You wouldn’t be too

impressed with my adult version, but I was pretty swift with my moves as a little one!I still feel a

strong connection to the ocean. There isn’t anything quite like the smell of the sea or the sound

of rolling waves. To me it celebrates the power and beauty of nature in all its glory.I’ve seen

manatees swim, and they are amazing! They have such an otherworldly look, so I’m not at all

surprised that scientists believe they are the basis of the mermaid myth. As an artist, it’s the

mermaid’s ethereal beauty – the long flowing locks, seashell adornments and the wistful

freedom in their eyes – that appeals to me most. My favourite story is Disney’s The Little

Mermaid. I love how Ariel, who lived the life of a mermaid princess that so many of us little girls

dreamed of, longed for our human world. It perfectly illustrates our tendency to wish for what

we don’t have, and reminds us to appreciate the beauty of our own world. It is also a wonderful

message of two separate, different worlds merging as one in the name of love.I think the Gulf

Oil Spill impacted on America’s environmental consciousness, and brought focus to the

importance of our oceans. Without them we could not live, and perhaps we needed a reminder.

I hope the silver lining will be measures to prevent it happening again.”Daniella’s Artistic

MagicDaniella Spinetti is an Australian graphic designer and artist who has designed book

covers and created illustrations for The Book of Faery Magic and Seven Sacred Sites, as well

as the beautiful mermaids in this book. She lives in Sydney with her husband, but loves

escaping to the warm ocean waters of Hawaii, Thailand and the Greek Islands.“To me,

mermaids represent ethereal beauty and tranquillity. All aquatic creatures bring a great deal of

calm to my senses. There’s also a strong female energy associated with them – my young



nieces all want to dress-up as mermaids! And I used to drive my mother mad wanting to be a

mermaid when I was young. I’d swim in our pool for hours, refusing to get out, even at meal

times. She called me her “water baby” as I spent more time in the water than on dry land!I have

a strong connection to the ocean, and always book holidays to places where I can be near the

water. I love waking up and being able to smell the ocean and feel its breeze, even in winter.

I’ve always loved swimming and the feeling of weightlessness in water. When I doodle it’s often

curvy lines that resemble waves, I’m enthralled by underwater documentaries, and I absolutely

love seaweed salad!As an artist, the fact that mermaids are water creatures gives rise to

thoughts of flowing curved lines, soft shading and sea-foam greens and blues. One of my

favourite periods in art history is the Pre-Raphaelite movement. John W Waterhouse painted a

gorgeous work, A Mermaid, that captures the essence of the legend – romantic and serene,

with a beautifully haunting undertone.The stories of mermaids enchanting sailors and luring

them to their deaths affected me deeply. I was always so upset by the suggestion that such

beautiful creatures (moreover, women) could be responsible for such terrible things. I don’t

think mermaids are real in a physical sense, but they’ve pervaded cultures through mythology,

and I love that the legends have inspired artists, writers and musicians through the ages, as

well as creating a respect for our oceans and all they contain.”Back to Table of

ContentsMermaid Timeline“Down where the mermaids pluck and play,On their twangling harps

in a sea-green day.” (

Walter de la Mare, English poetMarvellous Events in Mermaid HistoryThere is a vast

uncrossed and uncharted ocean of pre-history in regards to the wonderful mermaid. And while

we may know of some landmarks upon the way, there is still so much left to discover. For even

in crossing that ocean, we have only just covered her surface. Here, though, are some

highlights of the journey into Mermaidia and sea wonders so far!Lemurian tales and memories

offer us visions and past lives as shapeshifting aquatic beings who could move in to and out of

the water, become tailed, or breathe air. Latter-day Atlantean memories speak of experiments

where Lemurian shapeshifting was attempted to be replicated by making “mermaids”. Other

Lemurian shapeshifters opted for operations to give them legs, a kind of hobbled foot that is

reminiscent of the foot-bound women of China, a practice that only ceased in the 1950s.Tales

of drowned lands, like Kumari Kandam off the southern tip of India, merge with creation stories

of aquatic beings such as Hanuman and the Mermaid, deities who have resonance in Thailand

and Cambodia. The submerged land of Lyonesse, off the west coast of England’s Cornwall,

and the drowned land of Ys that lies west of France’s Brittany, are said to be the homes of

beings who transformed into mermaids after their homelands were taken by the sea.5000BCE:

Oannes, the sun god of the ancient Sumerians, was depicted as a human-fish hybrid. He

ascended from the ocean each morning and descended into her each evening, and was his

sun self in daylight and his aquatic self at night. There are many paintings of Oannes the sea

being that remain to this day, including those that cover an entire wall in the Louvre Museum in

Paris. At the same time, Atargatis the merwoman was the goddess of the moon to the

Sumerians. She was symbolic of the night, the depths of emotions and sexuality, and the

power of the sea. Offerings were made to her by fishermen, and she was depicted with the tail

of a sea creature such as a dolphin. She was of the stars and of the sea, and was echoed in

later images of the African and Brasilian sea goddess Yemanja, with her star, and Stella Maris,

the Christian Virgin of the Sea, as well as the Egyptian goddess Isis, who was also depicted

with a star and associated with the sea. Was Atargatis the precursor of the goddess Astarte of

the Phoenicians?2000BCE: Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love, beauty and sexuality, was

born from the sea. Associated with dolphins and shells, she’s an aquatic goddess who also



roamed the earth, but must return to the sea. She loved the gods Ares and Hephaestus, who

both worked with the element of fire. She was the goddess of love, but was also worshipped by

sailors wishing for favours of fair winds and great treasures while at sea. Her Roman

counterpart, the goddess Venus, shares her oceanic characteristics with her.500BCE: Salacia,

the Roman goddess of the sea, was represented with a dolphin tail. Tales of merfolk, including

selkies (seal men and women) and shapeshifted merpeople who walked the land on legs and

swam with a tail in the sea, flourished off the coastal kingdoms of modern-day Wales,

Scotland, Cornwall and northeast England. In these legends the mermaids are beautiful, and

helpful, aiding the village people if they are lost at sea or caught in storms, helping them fish,

and being a welcome part of coastal life.355BCE: Classical Greek philosopher Plato’s

dialogues, Timaeus and Critias, were written. They contained the first mention of Atlantis,

describing her peak, her virtues and her destruction. The first volume covered speculation on

the nature of the physical world and human beings, while the second was a conversation

between the philosophers Socrates and Timaeus and the politicians Critias and Hermocrates,

in which they discussed the fall of Atlantis as a cautionary tale for the Greece of the day and its

growing hubris.70CE: Roman philosopher Pliny the Elder described in his works the nereids,

females who have bodies akin to the fishes, scaled and strange, blue yet beautiful, who swim

in the depths of the ocean.500CE: The Physiologus, a spectacular bestiary, was published,

attributed to many writers over the years, and translated and added to over the centuries.

Within its glorious pages were detailed many mermaid sightings; they were described as

having the upper body of a woman and the lower body of a fish, divided at the sacral

chakra.1150: A mermaid was carved in the back of one of the pews in a church in the Cornish

village of Zennor, which remains to this day to commemorate the legend of the Mermaid of

Zennor. A local man, Matthew Trewella, was a wonderful singer in the church choir, and it’s

said that the mermaid herself carved the figure into the back of the pew as she sat in her

human form, listening to Matthew sing. They fell in love, and he left the world of the air to

journey to the sea world, living there to this day with his mermaid love, although they still visit

the church and sing to the visitors.1200s: A sinister propaganda campaign was launched by

the Church, and the mermaid began to disassociate from the benevolent being who aided

sailors, blessed the fish and cared for the sea. A monk, Bartholomew Angelicus, accused

mermaids of stealing and beguiling sailors, enchanting them and dragging them from their

ships to drown, which started to be echoed in poetry and art. This led to entries in The Malleus

Malleficaram, the handbook for Inquisitors during the Burning Years, stating that witches could

be dunked – and if they didn’t drown, it meant they could breathe underwater and were

merfolk, and thus were damned. The legend of the heartless sea-female began to take root

and grow wildly in the medieval era, where superstitious folk seeking answers for any ailment

blamed witches or their oceanic counterpart – mermaids.1493: The great Italian explorer

Christopher Columbus wrote in his sea journal of seeing three mermaids as he sailed through

the warm Caribbean waters. “They were not as beautiful as they are painted, although they

have a human appearance in the face.”1500s: Artist, inventor and visionary Leonardo da Vinci

played around with the idea of flippers for swimming, which some say he was inspired to work

on after sighting a mermaid. (Swim fins were properly invented in the 1700s by United States

Founding Father and scientist Benjamin Franklin, who got the idea from the webbed feet of

frogs, and refined by French naval commander Louis de Corlier in the 1930s.)1515: Sayyida al

Hurra, whose name means “noble lady who is free and independent; the woman sovereign

who bows to no superior authority,” had to flee to Morocco with her family when she was a child

to escape the Spanish Inquisition. When her first husband died, she became governor of the



northern port city of Tetouan, and turned to piracy to avenge herself on those who had

destroyed her childhood. She became a Pirate Queen and controlled the western

Mediterranean Sea. When she later married the King of Morocco, she refused to give up her

wild seafaring ways, or to have the wedding ceremony in Fez, where he ruled from. So the king

moved to be with her, the first time a royal wedding took place away from the capital.1530:

Grace O’Malley, the Pirate Queen of Ireland, was born. After her father’s death, Grainne Ni

Mhaille led her clan. She invaded England, was the respected adversary of Queen Elizabeth I,

and refused to live by the laws of the land that said she could not go to sea or be the chieftain

of her people. She lived on the sea all her days, and became a symbol of Irish freedom from

English oppression. She was known as the Sea Queen Of Connemara, and commanded three

ships and two hundred men from the 1560s to 1603.1560: Near the island of Mandar, off the

west coast of Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), some fishermen claimed to have captured in their nets

seven mermaids and mermen. Bosquez, physician to the Viceroy of Goa, performed autopsies

on them, which were written up in the official colonial records. He concluded that the internal

and external structure of the sea beings resembled that of humans.1599: A mermaid and her

human lover were reported to have been seen embracing at the mouth of the Nile River in

Egypt. The encounter was written up in the beguiling Historia Monstrorum.1608: Renowned

English explorer Henry Hudson recorded his mermaid sighting near Russia. “It had the tail of a

porpoise and was speckled like a macrell,” he wrote. “And it was looking earnestly on the men.”

He described his mermaid as having long black hair, white skin and a woman’s breasts.1614:

John Smith, a respected Puritan, said he had seen a mermaid off the coastline of

Massachusetts in the US, and was in fear for his soul.1653: Dutch explorer Hendrick Hamel

was shipwrecked off the coast of Korea. He spent ten months there, and wrote in his memoirs

of the mermaids he saw, who fed him and the other sailors while they were awaiting

rescue.1718: Off the coast of Borneo, the fourth largest island in the world, a “sea wife” was

captured, and held captive in a piteously small tank for observation. She died after several days

of this “examination”, and, according to her captors, was said to have uttered cries like those of

a mouse until her death.1809: The Times newspaper in England ran a letter from a

schoolmaster who said he’d seen a naked woman sitting on a rock on the Scottish coast, who

was plump, full-breasted and green-haired, and that he believed that she was a mermaid

because no human woman would swim out that deep through the waves.1811: A farmer near

Kintyre, an island peninsula in western Scotland, reported seeing a mermaid bathing in the

ocean, washing her hair then brushing it out in the sunlight as she sat on a rock.1830: A farm

woman in the islands of the Outer Hebrides of Scotland spotted a mermaid in the water, and

attempted to capture her by dragging her to shore. The mermaid refused to come to shore

willingly, resisted, and was beaten to death by a group of women who attacked her with stones.

A local physician and scholar, Alexander Carmichael, conducted the autopsy, describing in

great detail the remains of the murdered mermaid.1837: The Little Mermaid, the faerytale by

Danish author Hans Christian Andersen, was published. The symbolically loaded story – the

mermaid sacrifices her tail for legs and loses her voice, simply to find love with a man who

does not return it – ends with the mermaid soulless and turned to sea foam, an echo of the

medieval tales where the mermaid is a soulless entity. At this time, scholars of the Christian

Church were still debating whether women had souls.1842: The infamous Feejee Mermaid was

placed on display by legendary showman Phineas T Barnum at his American Museum in New

York. However it was actually the torso and head of a baby monkey sewn to the back half of a

fish and covered in paper-mache. The mummified body of a creature supposedly half-woman

and half-fish became a common feature of sideshows of the time.1857: A sailor reported



seeing a mermaid with “full breasts, dark complexion and a comely face” off the coast of

Cornwall in England.1890: Colonial authorities banned female pearl diving in the Torres Strait

Islands off the top of Australia, scandalised by this traditional form of pearl harvesting and the

nudity of the female divers. Korea and Japan also had a long history of naked women divers,

who could have been thought to be mermaids, and represented an unpopular concept of

women as independent breadwinners.1926: American swimmer and Olympic gold medallist

Gertrude Ederle became the first woman to swim across the English Channel, also breaking

the existing record, held by a man, by nearly two hours despite wild seas. She was dubbed the

Queen of the Waves.1946: Newton Perry, an ex-Navy SEALS trainer, came up with the

fantastic concept of having a theme park devoted to mermaids, which he dubbed Weeki

Wachee in honour of the nearby spring. The main attraction was an incredible underwater

show featuring live mermaids – human women with mermaid tails who free dive and swim with

only an air hose, rather than a weighty tank, to survive. This City of Live Mermaids went on to

become one of Florida’s most famous attractions. Its fortunes fell when Disney World and other

theme parks opened up nearby, but it is now enjoying a renaissance, with a new wave of

performing mermaids.1947: On the coast of Scotland’s tiny Isle of Muck, part of the Inner

Hebrides, an elderly man reported seeing a mermaid sitting on one of his lobster traps

brushing her hair.1971: Starbucks, with its twin-tailed mermaid logo, opened its first store in

Seattle. The original mermaid was considered too provocative however, because she was

holding her tails apart – supposedly a siren-like invitation for customers to have sex with her –

and so the logo was revised, although it remains a mermaid.1971: Greenpeace was founded to

protect the environment and the oceans and other habitats of the world. Years later one of the

founders splintered off to form Sea Shepherd, warriors of the sea who put their lives on the line

to save all sea creatures.1976: Jacques Mayol, holder of a dozen world free diving records,

became the first person to descend to a hundred metres, and he later broke his own record.

During this dive his heartbeat decreased from sixty beats per minute to twenty-seven, an

aspect of the mammalian diving reflex of whales, seals and dolphins, and he explored the idea

that humans had hidden aquatic potential that could be activated by rigorous training. The

movie The Big Blue was inspired by his remarkable life and mindset. One of the original

Dolphin Children, he believed in the contemporary evolution of Human Dolphinus, and that

humans would evolve to live in the ocean. He believed dolphins were his family, and that he

was a human dolphin, often speaking of the “dolphin within me”.1982: The Ri was documented

in Cryptozoology, the journal of the International Society of Cryptozoology (cryptozoology is

the search for animals whose existence has not yet been proven, such as the Loch Ness

monster). The article, The Ri – The Unidentified Aquatic Animals of New Ireland [in Papua New

Guinea], said: “An aquatic creature roughly resembling the traditional mermaid and sometimes

identified with it, is reportedly known through a variety of encounters with natives of New

Ireland. The Ri, as they are called, are frequently sighted by fishermen, occasionally netted or

found dead on beaches, and sometimes eaten. Males, females and juveniles are reported... It

is unlikely that the animals are dugongs or porpoises, both of which are known to, and readily

identified by, the natives.” They are described as having human heads and genitalia, a tail and

fins...1997: The birth of Aquatic children – called Dolphin children by some – began, and they

added their voices to those of Indigo, Rainbow and Crystal children. Dolphin children have a

persistent smile and constant laughter, an insatiable desire to be in or near water, particularly

the sea, are ocean activists, and have a fascination for and belief in mermaids. They represent

liberty and freedom of spirit, go their own way, and change the world by being, as Gandhi said,

the change they want to see in the world. If they are not taken to or in water they become ill or



depressed – they quite literally need the sea.2002: Unprecedented depths were reached in the

free diving world. Cayman Islander Tanya Streeter, nicknamed The Mermaid, reached a depth

of a hundred and sixty metres, and stayed underwater for more than three minutes, beating the

men’s record too.2004: Following the tragic Boxing Day tsunami of 2004 that devastated vast

areas of Thailand and Sri Lanka, there were reports of mermaid corpses being washed up on

beaches. The most convincing looking was on the coast at Channai, India, although it was

found to have been made from fish and ape parts.2010, January 3: Scientists found similarities

in the brain cortexes of dolphins and humans, and concluded that dolphins are complex and

intelligent. They presented a paper saying that it is “morally repugnant” to mistreat them. A

month later, Thomas White, professor of ethics at Loyola Marymount University, LA, author of a

series of academic studies suggesting dolphins should have rights, declared: “The scientific

research suggests that dolphins are ‘non-human persons’ who qualify for moral standing as

individuals.”2010: Human mermaid and oceanic conservationists including Hannah Mermaid

and Mermaid Melissa took ocean activism into a new realm. The development of realistic,

aesthetically beautiful and lightweight mermaid tails has progressed in leaps and bounds. Mike

van Daal, who made Doreen Virtue’s mermaid tail, and others have developed this

craftsmanship to a new level.2011, February: Japan called a halt to whaling in the Southern

Ocean after the take-it-to-them campaign of Sea Shepherd’s eighty-eight volunteers

overwhelmed the “scientific research” whaling vessels.2011, June 18: The Mermaids and

Pirates Ball was held in Torpoint, Cornwall, for the first time, as part of the 3 Wishes Faery

Fest. Karen Kay, editor of Mermaids & Mythology magazine, hosted it. Across the Atlantic

Ocean on the same day, the Ninth Annual Mermaid Parade and Ball was held in Coney Island,

New York.2011, August 12 and 13: The World Mermaid Awards and Mermaid Convention were

held for the first time. Hosted by Sita Lange and the Maui Mermaids at a Las Vegas hotel, it

raised money to save the oceans and maintain water purity. Doreen Virtue’s band Obsidian

played, and it featured the largest Mermaid Pool Party ever.Back to Table of ContentsHannah’s

Real-Life Mermaid MagicAs a child Hannah Fraser wanted to be a mermaid, and she’s

achieved her dream, transforming into a siren of the deep for TV ads, photo shoots, films and

aquarium performances. And it’s as a mermaid she’s been able to pursue her passion –

protecting the ocean and its creatures. A vegetarian yoga practitioner and scuba diver, she

recently relocated to Los Angeles to work full-time as a mermaid, after fifteen years in Byron

Bay, Australia. Visit her at .“I’ve always wanted to be a mermaid. I’d prefer to live in the ocean

and just come up for a good dance now and then. I love being weightless, and I feel the most

free and expressive underwater. If I can be a visual link to inspire others who have become

disconnected from this amazing world, I’ll feel I’ve done something worthwhile.I made my first

tail at age nine, with a plastic tablecloth and pillow stuffing, and I swam in it endlessly until it

disintegrated. I was hooked on that feeling, so when I went swimming I’d pretend I had a tail,

and I drew pictures of mermaids incessantly. The passion never went away, but it wasn’t until I

did an underwater modelling job that I realised I could make a new tail and put it to good use. I

didn’t think at that point it would be a career, it was just my artistic passion.Being a professional

mermaid is a self-created job. It’s not easy. It requires graceful movement while holding the

breath in a constantly shifting environment, hindered by blurry underwater vision and a

costume that binds the legs together. It takes four months of sewing, gluing and constructing to

make one of my tails. There’s also basic physical preparation, including regular yoga, aerobics,

dance and breath practise to help expand the lungs to hold my breath longer – I can hold it two

minutes while performing underwater. For photos you must keep the eyes open and the face

relaxed while moving slowly enough for the photographer to capture just the right moment –



and yes, salt water and chlorine really sting your eyes, especially after six hours in the water!

No one can see clearly underwater, human eyes aren’t made that way, but you can learn to be

comfortable with it.I slow my heartbeat by going into a meditative state where I’m not thinking

about anything other than where I am, especially if I’m swimming with dangerous wild animals.

I need to be aware of them, their movements and how they react to me, so I can adjust what I

do to be safe and non-threatening. Swimming with great white sharks was beyond

overwhelming! I was so scared I had sweaty palms and nightmares for weeks, and when I did it

I was in a fight or flight, moment-of-facing-death experience, but was also very calm, and super

conscious of every move the sharks made. I did this for a special on shark intelligence,

because sharks always get a really bad rap, and because I wanted to get over my fear of them

and show that while they are one of the most effective predators in the world, they are also

intelligent sentient beings, not just mindless killing machines ready to gobble the first human

that hops in the water with them.One of the first activism events I did was to defend a water

estuary in my town. They wanted to build a four-lane bridge in a sensitive area, so I placed

myself in my mermaid tail on the middle of the bridge during a rally in order to stop traffic. The

police came, and were at a loss as to how to move a mermaid. It made the front page, and I

realised I could make a difference by bringing what I love to a cause. I also worked on a doco

for estuaries and wetlands, and protested at Taiji in Japan.A mermaid is a person who is at one

with the ocean, who feels it is “home” in some way. I think there was a dreamtime when

mermaids were part of our reality, but we’ve lost touch with that. I’d like to help awaken people

to their personal experience of creative play, where the lines of fantasy and reality blend. Being

a mermaid is my life-long expression of joy.”Back to Table of ContentsFamous Mermaids“I’m no

ordinary girl,I’m from the deep blue underworld,Land or sea, the world’s my oyster,I’m the

pearl... No ordinary girl.” (

Shelley Rosenberg, Australian songwriter, H2O: Just Add Water soundtrackSea Sirens in

Movies and LiteratureThroughout time there have been stories and legends about sea beings,

from the Greek and Roman gods of the ocean and the half-woman, half-seal selkies of the

remote Celtic isles to the adorable half-mermaid Emily Windsnap in today’s best-selling book

series. But unlike the faeries, who are fairly universal in look and character all around the

world, the mermaids of lore, legend and literature differ from country to country. They can be

anything, and do anything, and have any one of a number of creation stories – from the

tormented souls of women who have drowned to unions between water deities and mortals to

the very foam of the sea itself.The popular idea of today’s mermaid was born from Hans

Christian Andersen’s faerytale The Little Mermaid, about a pretty, sweet natured and kind

young sea princess who longs to walk on land and win the heart of a human prince, and

sacrifices her tail and her voice (and, some would say, her self-respect) to do so. For his

mermaid, the Danish author drew on the water spirits that sixteenth century Swiss physician

Paracelsus called undines, who had to marry a mortal to gain a soul. And in turn, Hans’s

mermaid influenced every writer, artist and movie-maker that came after.When the film Splash

was released in 1984, a whole generation of girls wanted to be mermaids, to swim so joyously

in the ocean, to be so free and so desirable, and to find such love. Madison became a popular

name for girls, and mermaid costumes were the outfit of choice at fancy dress parties. Five

years later, Disney gave The Little Mermaid a happy ending, enchanting people further with the

idea of these beautiful sea beings and the qualities of love they embodied.But in the Middle

Ages mermaids had been depicted as scary, mean-spirited and vain, spending their time

brushing their hair on the rocks and delighting in luring men to their doom. They were portrayed

as unlucky omens, foretelling storms and disaster – and provoking both – and tormenting



sailors with their fate. They were soulless and cruel, and always longing for human qualities

and human redemption. The paintings of the nineteenth century reflected this too, such as the

iconic A Mermaid and The Siren, both by John W Waterhouse, The Land Baby by John Collier

and The Fisherman and the Syren by Frederic Leighton, which show lots of hair combing,

gazing at their own reflections and dragging their lovers under the waves to a watery grave.

Modern artists have added goddess elements to this traditional image, making their mermaids

stronger, more independent and far more sensual and intriguing.In legends they were treated

more kindly. In Irish tales Li Ban was an Otherworldly woman, depicted first as a sea bird, then

a deity. She was later Christianised, becoming a mortal woman transformed into a mermaid in

a flood, who emerged three hundred years later as a baptised saint. In Scottish legend the

mermaids are called ceasgs, which translates as maid of the wave, magical half-woman, half-

salmon creatures, the latter symbolising wisdom.In the stories of China, the tears of their

beautiful mermaids turned into pearls, and they were said to spend their time working for

humans – although they were less friendly to those who sought to catch them, singing them

into a coma! There are also Native American legends of a golden tailed merman who guided

starving tribes across the ocean to new lands when ice covered their home. And when William

Shakespeare wrote about a mermaid in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, she was a force of

feminine power, calming angry seas and charming stars from the night sky.There is no singular

idea of what a mermaid is. Sometimes they are portrayed as water sprites and nymphs,

sometimes they are sea goddesses, and sometimes they are seals who come ashore and drop

their skins to emerge as women. In European countries they are the restless ghosts of

drowned women. The sirens of Homer’s The Odyssey were half-woman, half-bird, not fish-

women at all, and in the Americas their “mermaid” was a selfish girl who was transformed into

a sea goddess when her father tossed her overboard to drown.Mermaids are whatever we

want them to be, and that is part of their charm – we can imbue them with any qualities or

powers. Today they are rising up from the sea again to recapture our imagination, prettier and

kinder than many from the past, stronger and more powerful, and with a great passion for

marine conservation. They are feisty eco warriors like the Venice mermaids of Michelle Lovric’s

beautiful books, who are saving a city from itself; the graceful, more confident and secret half

of Liz Kessler’s Emily Windsnap; the sassy schoolgirls who put friendship before boys in TV’s

H2O: Just Add Water; and objects of sensual, sexual beauty in ads hawking everything from

bleach and breath mints to martinis, Coors beer, 7Up and Evian water. Most importantly, they

are also real-life sea beings like Hannah Mermaid, an environmental activist fighting to protect

the ocean and its creatures by embodying this most beautiful of legends.The Little

MermaidThe classic faerytale The Little Mermaid, written by Danish author Hans Christian

Andersen and first published in 1837, is an epic story of love, hope and sacrifice, with a dark

sadness to it. The power of the mermaids in this story is that they live to three hundred years

old, something humans would no doubt covet in their quest for immortality. But when they die

they simply turn into sea foam, whereas human beings, we are told, have a soul that lives

eternally.The Little Mermaid of the title is the youngest of the widowed Sea King’s six

daughters, and the only one to fall in love with the human world, which “appeared to her far

larger and more beautiful than her own”, and a young prince in particular. When a huge storm

sinks his ship she saves him from drowning, and begins to pine for his love, and an immortal

soul. The prince however has no idea she exists, so she goes to the Sea Witch to make a

devilish bargain. She will have legs, and the chance to meet the prince, but in return she must

give up her beautiful voice (and tongue) to the witch, and accept that every step she takes will

cause agonising pain, and she can never be a mermaid again. She sacrifices her family, her



home under the sea and her own identity and longevity, knowing that if she fails to win the

prince’s love, and he marries another, she will dissolve into sea foam and disappear forever.Of

course, despite the Little Mermaid’s beauty and grace, the prince falls in love with the girl he

can talk to, who he thinks saved him from the shipwreck, and the lovelorn mermaid knows she

will die at dawn on the morning after his wedding. Her siblings visit the Sea Witch and sacrifice

their beautiful hair in order to save their sister – they give her a knife, and if she plunges it into

the prince’s heart before morning, she will return to her mermaid life.She cannot kill the man

she loves though, and so, resigned to death, she dives gracefully overboard to become part of

the waves – at which point she finds herself floating upwards, transformed into a spirit of the air

and told that while she does not have an immortal soul, she may one day obtain one through

doing good deeds. This ending was added later however – originally she simply dissolved into

foam, her sacrifice all for nothing. This Little Mermaid has been depicted artistically in many

different forms in a range of beautifully illustrated books, from a dark and lovely mermaid to a

sweeter blonde sea being, as well as on stage and in several films.ArielDisney turned The

Little Mermaid faerytale into an animated film in 1989, transforming it into a kid-friendly musical

full of comedic characters, larger-than-life villains and vibrant song and dance routines, with a

far more happy-ever-after ending. It charmed a generation of young girls who wanted to be just

like sassy and sweet sixteen-year-old mermaid Ariel, who spends her days swimming around

the sea with her best friend Flounder, a talking fish, collecting human artefacts which she

stores in a secret grotto, and chatting to Scuttle the seagull, who regales her with hilariously

wrong information about the human race.Her father King Triton – a merman who wields a

magical trident, the source of his power, and views man as nothing more than a predator –

forbids her to go back to the surface. But Ariel sneaks out one night and sees Prince Eric

partying on his ship, and is instantly smitten. When a sudden storm hits and he almost drowns,

Ariel saves him, but swims away before he can see her. Totally lovesick, she makes a pact with

Ursula the sea witch – she’ll be transformed into a human for three days, in which time she

must receive true love’s kiss from Eric. If she fails, she will be Ursula’s.Like the original

faerytale, Ariel pays dearly – in exchange for legs, she must give her voice to Ursula, who

removes it magically and stores it in a nautilus shell. Flounder takes Ariel to the surface before

she drowns and lays her on a beach, where she is found by Prince Eric. After many mishaps

and misadventures, a grand sacrifice from King Triton and an evil plot by Ursula to gain his

trident and rule the underwater kingdom, it all ends well. Eric saves the king’s life, and he in

turn transforms Ariel into a human, so she can wed her true love and become one of the ten

Disney Princesses.In 1991 a TV series began, also called The Little Mermaid, which

chronicled Ariel’s life before she met Prince Eric, and involved lots of adventures with Flounder,

Sebastian the crab and her six older sisters (Disney gave her an extra sibling). In 2000 the

direct-to-video movie sequel The Little Mermaid II: Return to the Sea was released, in which

Ariel and Eric have a daughter named Melody. When Melody’s life is threatened by Ursula’s

sister Morgana, Ariel must return to her mermaid form to save her. And in 2008, the direct-to-

DVD prequel The Little Mermaid: Ariel’s Beginning came out, which showed Ariel and her

sisters as children, living happily with their father King Triton (here referred to as the son of

Poseidon) and their mother Queen Athena, and the events that unfolded after Athena was

killed by pirates, which explains Triton’s hatred of humanity.This Little Mermaid is sweet and

pretty, with a beautiful voice, long red hair, vivid blue eyes, a purple shell bikini top and an

iridescent green tail. The animators based her on a combination of model Sherri Stoner and

actress Alyssa Milano...Phoebe from CharmedWhen Alyssa Milano was sixteen and starring in

Who’s the Boss?, she was the inspiration for Disney’s mermaid Ariel. Years later, while playing



Phoebe in Charmed, she portrayed a mermaid inspired by the film in season five’s double-

episode opener A Witch’s Tail. The innocent in this story is Mylie, a mermaid who’s fallen in

love with a mortal and made a pact with the evil Sea Hag. She is given legs and thirty days as

a woman, in which time her boyfriend must tell her he loves her. If he does, she’ll become

mortal – if he doesn’t, Mylie must surrender her mermaid immortality (and her life) to the hag,

who sucks it out from the chest into a nautilus shell.There are a few Splash moments as

raindrops start to reveal some of her scales, a hairdryer is used to retain her legs, and she’s

placed in a bathtub so she won’t dry out. Eventually the Sea Hag tracks Mylie down to Halliwell

Manor and abducts her. When the three sisters cast a spell to find her it has an unexpected

consequence – Phoebe is transformed into a mermaid. She finds the Sea Hag’s grotto and

calls for Leo and the girls. They save their innocent, but Phoebe, broken-hearted over the end

of her marriage to Cole, loves the new freedom that being a mermaid represents, and refuses

to leave the sea, preferring to swim away from her problems. She tells her sisters she’s staying

in the ocean, and that “it’s everything that Mylie said it was – it’s complete freedom!” To which

Mylie sadly replies: “The call of the sea. It’ll turn her heart cold if she lets it...”The Little

MermaidIn 1987, Faerie Tale Theatre released a live-action telemovie version of The Little

Mermaid, starring Pam Dawber of Mork & Mindy fame as the young mermaid, and Helen

Mirren as her beautiful and sweet-natured royal love rival. The concept was dreamed up by

actress-turned-producer Shelley Duvall, who gathered many big stars together to bring twenty-

six of the world’s most loved faerytales to life. This one is very sweet, maintaining the sadness

of the original story with a sense of love and sacrifice. The special effects are hilarious, as we

are so used to the marvels of Harry Potter and Avatar, but it is wonderful to see Helen Mirren,

along with Karen Black as the Sea Witch and Brian Dennehy as King Neptune, acting the story

out. The whole series is now available on DVD.MadisonThe beautiful, vulnerable yet

wonderfully free spirited mermaid Madison in the 1984 film Splash inspired a longing in millions

of girls to take to the ocean and swim away to a magical new life under the sea, especially if

you could take your mortal love with you. Daryl Hannah depicted Madison perfectly, as the

strong yet gentle mermaid longing for love but not willing to sacrifice herself for it, and she

became the modern image of a mermaid. As the movie begins, a young boy on a seaside

holiday with his parents sees something in the water and jumps in, even though he can’t swim.

A young girl grasps his hand and keeps him afloat, and the two form a deep connection before

he is plucked from the water and taken back home to New York. Although the boy, Allen,

dismisses the glimpse of her tail as a hallucination, as an adult he subconsciously sabotages

all his relationships because he longs to re-experience what he felt as a child. After another

break-up, he returns to the ocean and falls overboard, and is again saved by Madison, who has

always yearned for him too. This time she has his wallet, so she goes to New York to find him,

arriving at Liberty Island naked and promptly being arrested for indecent exposure.Although

the scene was deleted, Madison saw a sea hag and struck a Faustian bargain, so she knows

she only has six days on land before she must return to the ocean forever, and she must wet

her tail every day. In this story, a mermaid’s tail will transform into legs if dried out, which allows

her to come ashore, but will quickly return if she is splashed with water, which leads to many

funny moments. When she first speaks it is a strange series of clicks and whistles like a

dolphin, but she learns to speak English by watching TV for a day. She can also grant Allen the

power to breathe underwater while he is with her – but if he takes the plunge, he can never

return to land.“I had been obsessed with the Hans Christian Andersen faerytale The Little

Mermaid ever since I was a kid,” says Daryl, who did all her own swimming scenes. “And I’d

fantasised about being one myself since I was little – I tied my feet together in the pool and



practised swimming like that from a very early age.” Director Ron Howard had planned to hire a

body double for the underwater scenes, until he realised Daryl could do the mermaid swim

better than anyone they auditioned, hold her breath for longer and look more natural doing it.

The tail was fully functional – when she had it on the camera crew and safety team couldn’t

keep up with her, although once in the tail she couldn’t get out, and she had to be hoisted out

of the water and lie on the deck during lunchbreaks.After Splash Daryl continued acting, but

she considers her most important role that of environmental crusader. Meanwhile Madison has

lived on in a whole generation of girls who were given that name. In the movie she picks her

name from the closest street sign – Madison Avenue – and Allen tells her it’s not a real name,

which it wasn’t then. But its popularity skyrocketed, and that, along with the poster of Daryl in

her fish tail, came to embody the energy of the mermaid.A sequel, Splash, Too, was made four

years later, with Amy Yasbeck playing Madison and Todd Waring portraying her husband Allen.

It covered their return to New York after Allen got bored on their tropical island (which

contradicted the end of Splash), and his attempt to save the family business while Madison

tried to save a dolphin.Rikki, Cleo, Emma and BellaIn the fun, magical TV series H2O: Just

Add Water, three teenage girls get stranded on a mysterious island, and while they are

exploring they fall through a tunnel in a dormant volcano into a cavern. The only way out is

through the pool that leads out to the reef. As they nervously jump into the water, the full moon

shines down, bathing the pool, and the girls, in golden, sparkling light. The next day, one by

one, they realise they are now mermaids, and that exposure to even a splash of water or a

drop of rain will transform their legs into tails – not the most convenient thing for Emma, the

school swim star, Cleo, who works part-time at a marine park, or Rikki, the new girl who

already felt like an outsider. They also discover they have a mermaid power – Emma can

freeze water, Cleo can mould it into shapes, control its direction and increase its volume, and

Rikki can boil water or anything containing water.They use their powers for good, saving sea

turtles, helping a sick dolphin and teaching bullies a lesson or two, but their powers also cause

them grief, and there are lots of comical moments when they try to explain away their sudden

change. Together they forge a close friendship to protect their secret and help each other when

they encounter problems, such as a spilled drink at a sleepover, a marine biologist who gets a

bit too close to their secret or the town bad boy who is determined to find out what’s going on.

The swimming scenes are beautiful, when the three girls revel in their mermaidenry, the wise

old crone they encounter provides wisdom and depth, and their close tie to the moon and its

phases and magic is intriguing. In the third series Bella, an Irish mermaid, joins the cast,

bringing more strands of legend to the show. H2O: Just Add Water incorporates mermaid lore,

marine conservation and real friendship – a bit like Charmed, without the boy obsessions and

revealing outfits. It screens in more than a hundred and thirty countries and has an audience of

over two hundred million, spreading the magic of mermaids around the world.AquamarineThe

sweet mermaid film Aquamarine, released in 2006 and based loosely on the novel by Alice

Hoffman, combines elements of mermaid legend with a coming of age story, a wonderful

friendship and a beautiful and unexpected ending. Two teenage girls, Claire, played by Emma

Roberts, and Hailey, played by teen singer JoJo, are spending their last summer together

before Hailey has to leave Florida for Australia, where her marine biologist mum has scored the

job of her dreams. On one of their last nights together they find a mermaid in the pool at the

local beach club. Aquamarine has been washed ashore during a freak storm, created by her all-

powerful merfather because she refused an arranged marriage to a selfish, spoiled merman.

Her father believes that love is a myth, but he gives her three days to prove it exists – if she

fails, she must return to the sea and get married to the man he has chosen.Aquamarine enlists



Hailey and Claire’s help to find true love, promising them a wish if all goes to plan and she can

convince the local beach babe to love her within the allotted time. Of course in faerytales and

Disney movies love at first sight is entirely possible, and even expected, but this movie is far

more realistic, with a beautiful twist at the end. Aquamarine has several mermaid powers. She

can assume human form on land – providing she doesn’t get wet – but as soon as the sun sets

she transforms back into her mermaid self, making it hard to date! She can also create small

waves and weather patterns, although not the huge storms her dad can stir up, she can ring

people from her sea home using a giant conch shell, and she has the power to grant wishes to

any human who helps her.The Mermaids of VeniceIn the enchanting book The Undrowned

Child, a haunting faerytale is interwoven with the true history of Venice. The heroines are a

school of mermaids who live in a gilded cavern beneath the city, wisely ruled by their beautiful

queen Lussa and her bravest warrior Chissa. These “lovely creatures” are the secret guardians

of the islands. In 1310, when the traitor Bajamonte Tiepolo tried to destroy Venice and kill the

Doge, the mermaids were instrumental in his downfall. When an entire family was drowning, it

was the mermaids who rescued the baby of the title and got her safely out of Venice so she

could survive to fulfil the prophecy. It is they who have kept the ancient Creature beneath the

lagoon asleep for a thousand years with the power of their singing. And now that it has awoken

– partly due to the environmental devastation wreaked by humans and partly due to the

restless spirit of Tiepolo, who is working baddened magic in order to sink Venice forever – it is

up to them to save their city once more.These mermaids are strong, wise and independent.

Author Michelle Lovric says: “My mermaids have a serious job to do – to save Venice from a

vile enemy. They were never going to be girlie types who sat around combing their hair.” For

this reason she has given them fierce, rough-as-guts language to suit their mission, learned

from the sailors and pirates who visited Venice over the centuries. “What a drivelswigger!

Drags on like a sea-cow’s saliva!” says one. “My gib was atwitch, I might of knowed it. Human

childer smell most peculiar, I do declare freely,” warns another. “And now dey have crippen up

upon us, bless my owld soul!”The sailors who taught the mermaids Humantongue also

introduced them to Eastern spices. They make their own medicines, such as fermented chilli

jelly, and create dishes like curried lagoon samphire, char-crusted sea-gherkin and seaweed-

cocoa with cayenne pepper – all vegetarian, of course, for how can they eat their fellow sea

creatures? They scry the future in an upturned turtle shell, have the power to change people’s

minds, which is how they averted the disaster of 1310, they run a printing press to influence

the population and discredit the evil taking over, and Lussa can communicate with Teodora, the

child of the prophecy, through a magical book.Teodora, who is most impressed that the

mermaids are so unlike the stereotypical vain and lazy creatures she has read about in

faerytales, has a few powers herself. She is a vedeparole, who can see spoken words written

upon the air, by which she can learn much about who utters them, and a lettrice-del-cuore,

who can read people’s hearts just by touching their chest. She can also slip “between the

linings”, becoming invisible to adults, so she can carry out the mermaids’ mission and help

them to save Venice. And in the wonderful sequel The Mourning Emporium, Teodora and her

friend Renzo must join forces with the London mermaids, staunch two-tailed melusines who

have their own quirks and powers, to restore the balance of good and evil in their city.Michelle’s

Venetian Mermaid MagicMichelle Lovric is a novelist, journalist and anthologist, as well as a

history buff and avid researcher, and the author of the lushly passionate and beautifully poetic

books Carnevale, The Floating Book, The Remedy and The Book of Human Skin, as well as

the young adult mermaid novels The Undrowned Child and its entrancing sequel The Mourning

Emporium. Born and raised in the ocean city of Sydney, Australia, Michelle now splits her time



between an apartment overlooking London’s River Thames and a flat on Venice’s Grand

Canal, places that seep through into her work, weaving colour, history and the magic of water

into her enchanting tales. Visit her at .Teo noted with approval that these mermaids showed no

sign at all of sitting around gazing at themselves in mirrors like the mermaids in children’s

stories. Instead they were all busy with a complicated, highly technical task… The mermaids

were printing…The Undrowned Child“For me, the Venetian mermaids in The Undrowned Child

and The Mourning Emporium represent the citizens of Venice in a metaphorical way. They are

practically invisible – it requires a leap of the imagination to see them. And this is how it is with

the modern Venetians, practically buried under the mass of tourism. There are fewer than sixty

thousand Venetians left, compared with twenty million visitors annually. What to do? Live a

secret life “between the linings” – that’s the Venetian solution.The real Venetians have an

earthy sense of humour and they love tasty, spicy food. Some of them are also warriors,

battling to save their city from the forces of greed, from pollution and from crimes of taste (like

the huge advertising billboards that deface the town these days). For Venice isn’t dead and she

isn’t drowning. To some extent the real Venice is just hiding, something one senses rather than

glimpses.”The lips of all the mermaids were a most exquisite moist red, and completely

smooth, just like coral. The mermaids’ sea-green eyes slanted slightly upwards, fringed by

luxuriant lashes. When they looked down, their eyelids resembled white cowrie shells. Their

long hair was fluffy and tousled. None looked more than sixteen… Renzo gaped at the lovely

creatures with a mixture of fear and admiration.The Undrowned Child“My London mermaids

are effete, languid creatures addicted to patent nostrums for ladies, such as Charles Forde’s

Bile Beans for Biliousness or Dr Blaud’s Capsules, which, according to the manufacturer,

produce “pure, rich blood without any disagreeable effects and are recommended by the

medical faculty as the best remedy for bloodlessness”. But they eventually remember their

warrior function, and their archery skills, and help to save their city.Each writer will create his or

her own mermaid, who fulfils a necessary symbolic function. That’s one of the beauties of a

mythical species – the sheer imaginative utility. I don’t think any of us are striving towards a

composite, or an ideal. That would be a waste of mermaid. Of course, when you write for

children or young adults, you have to think about the role models you are creating. I wasn’t

enthusiastic about the trope of a long-haired beauty who sits about combing her hair and

singing songs to seduce men. Who must lose her voice if she wants to marry a human man –

no! I wanted to write post-feminist mermaids: active, eloquent and passionate, as well as

greedy. So I gave my Venetian mermaids fairly foul tongues and a rich sense of humour. For

how else could mermaids learn to talk Humantongue except by eavesdropping on sailors and

pirates? That’s why they don’t talk like Jane Austen.”The Starbucks MermaidMillions of people

around the world see a mermaid on a daily basis, hidden in plain sight as part of the Starbucks

Coffee logo. Described by the company as a “twin-tailed siren”, and by the United States

Patent and Trademark Office as “the design of a siren (a two-tailed mermaid) wearing a

crown”, it’s believed to have been co-opted by the company to align with the seductive,

impossible to resist song of the siren, and thus imply the irresistibility of their beverages. The

original 1970s logo was brown, and was copied from a fifteenth century illustration of a bare-

breasted, two-tailed melusine wearing a crown – although the gap between her two tails was

closed to lessen the sexual connotation, and she had a much friendlier face. Despite the

changes, blogger Michael Krakovskiy described the logo as “a family-unfriendly image of a fish-

woman spreading her tails.”In the mid-eighties, when the company expanded, a more stylised

version of the logo was created by designer Doug Fast in order to reproduce more easily on

their cups. The logo changed from brown to green, but it was still the full siren, although her



hair became longer and thicker to cover her breasts, and her two tails were more abstract. In

1992, Doug says, he enlarged the siren “to eliminate the spread, so-called suggestive, tails,”

and that’s the version we see today, with the mermaid cropped so only the top of her tails are

seen. Now a new variant that appears in some stores has her as a single-tailed mermaid.The

company is named in part after Starbuck, Captain Ahab’s first mate in the novel Moby Dick,

which the founders thought evoked the romance of the high seas, the seafaring tradition of the

early coffee traders, and the seductive powers of the siren. They have also taken on board the

eco warrior nature of the mermaid. In Seattle, the home of Starbucks, the company

collaborated with the council to implement a comprehensive recycling and composting

program, which led to a new law requiring all single-use food service packaging at restaurants

and grocery stores to be recyclable or compostable. Starbucks stores got in early, and the

company plans to roll the program out internationally by 2015. They are also committed to

ethically sourcing and roasting their coffee beans, employ a director of environmental impact,

and are on track to reducing their water consumption by twenty-five per cent, using at least fifty

per cent renewable electricity, and boosting the use of reusable cups and other methods of

reducing their carbon footprint.Syrena and TamaraIn the fourth Pirates of the Caribbean

blockbuster, On Stranger Tides, Captain Jack Sparrow and his motley crew encounter some of

the devilish mermaids of legend when they set out to find the elusive fountain of youth which

they’re protecting. French actress Astrid Berges-Frisbey plays Syrena, with Aussie Gemma

Ward as beautiful but deadly Tamara, Queen of the Mermaids. “Tamara is the typical siren,”

Gemma says. “And what I found interesting about the mermaids in this movie is that the

producers stayed true to mermaid mythology. The original story of The Little Mermaid was very

gruesome – a lot of the old faerytales are.” Actor Geoffrey Rush admits he only signed on to

reprise his role as Captain Barbossa because the mermaids brought a new angle to the

franchise. “I thought they’d done everything you could do, but I hadn’t thought about mermaids.

The mermaids are fantastic, because they are beautiful creatures of the sea that lure the

sailors in, and then they suddenly turn into piranhas. They just tear ships apart and they’re

feral. It’s very exciting,” he says.Dora the MermaidPreschool favourite Dora the Explorer spends

time as a mermaid in the movie Dora Saves the Mermaid Kingdom, which has a sweet, gentle

environmental message. The adventure begins on Clean Up the Beach Day, when Dora and

her monkey Boots are picking up rubbish at their local beach. They come across a clam who

tells them that an evil octopus, who sails around the oceans gleefully dumping garbage

everywhere, is threatening the survival of the water and all its creatures, including the

mermaids. Their princess Mariana had a magic crown that allowed her to wish the garbage

away and keep the ocean safe, but it has disappeared, and now the whales can’t see where

they’re going, the fish are struggling to survive, the merfolk are getting sick, and their beautiful

underwater kingdom is about to disappear forever under an avalanche of trash. Dora finds the

crown washed up on the beach, but it takes a lot of work to get it back to Mariana. She has to

count her way across Seashell Bridge, work out how to get around Pirate Island, save a whale

from crashing, call on her wildlife adventuring cousin Diego and some dolphins he knows to get

across the sea, and then become a mermaid herself in order to wish the rubbish away and

save the day. And she still doesn’t have enough magic to clear away all the garbage, so she

has to call on all the sea creatures to help with the clean-up. In the end she restores the crown

to Mariana, converts the octopus, having seen the error of his ways, into a keen recycler, and

receives a special thank you necklace so that she can visit the mermaid kingdom whenever

she wants to.The Mermaid QueenIn the kids book Little Miss Trouble and the Mermaid, Little

Miss Trouble goes to Seatown for a holiday, and gets up to her usual tricks – causing trouble.



She splashes one friend and blames another, which leaves Little Miss Splendid sprayed with

icy water. She kicks sand all over Mr Strong but says it was Mr Sneeze, which sees him buried

in sand up to his nose. She’s having the time of her life, causing trouble for everyone else –

until a mermaid takes her down to the bottom of the sea for a meeting with the Mermaid

Queen. This beautiful but fiery Mermaid Queen, angry that her visitor has been causing so

much trouble on the beach that she rules over, reveals that she has the power to teach her a

lesson. Written and illustrated by Adam Hargreaves, based on the famous Mr Men and Little

Miss books created by his father Roger, it’s one of a new series that introduces magical

elements to these classic tales, such as Little Miss Naughty and the Good Fairy, Little Miss

Sunshine and the Wicked Witch, Little Miss Shy and the Fairy Godmother and Little Miss Lucky

and the Naughty Pixies.SyrenkaIn Poland, the coat of arms of the capital city of Warsaw is a

syrenka, which translates as “little mermaid”, a blonde warrior woman with a fish tail and a

sword, shield and crown, identified as Melusina. According to legend, it was this mermaid that

led Duke Boleslaw II of Masovia to a small fishing village and instructed him to build there the

city of Warsaw at the end of the thirteenth century. And the mermaid remains Warsaw’s symbol

today, with many statues of them throughout the city. Another version of the story says the

mermaid swam to Warsaw from the Baltic Sea because she loved the Griffin, the ancient

defender of the city, and that when he was killed in battle defending Warsaw against the

invading Swedes, she became defender of the city to avenge his death. Another Polish legend

claims that two of Greek sea god Triton’s daughters set off on an adventure through the

oceans. When they got to what is now the port city of Copenhagen, the capital of Denmark,

one of them stayed there, and is today immortalised in the mermaid statue in the harbour

(although this actually celebrates the Danish faerytale The Little Mermaid), while the other is

said to have swum on until she reached the mouth of the Vistula River, which she travelled

along until she came to Warsaw, where she stayed, and was much admired for her beauty and

pretty voice.Selkies, Merrows and MermaidsJK Rowling created a type of merfolk in the Harry

Potter books, although they are far less beautiful than the usual mer depictions – with fishy

eyes, strange shark-like teeth, grey skin, skull-like faces and wild green hair. She calls them

selkies, and they live in the lake at Hogwarts and speak a language known as Mermish, which

can only be understood by non-merpeople when it is heard underwater. They appear in The

Half-Blood Prince, but are central to the story in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, when one

of the clues in the Triwizard Tournament is an egg that emits a loud screech when opened.

After much puzzlement, the contestants finally realise that the sound is Mermish, and must be

listened to underwater for the clue to be understood. For the task it speaks of, someone

precious to each of the four champions is tied up in the middle of the lake, deep under the

water, and guarded by merpeople, and must be saved from drowning within the allotted time.

The merpeople are incredibly fierce looking, threatening the contestants with tridents and

trying to scare them off. They become enraged when Harry tries to rescue two of the hostages,

and hinder his rise to the surface – although they later tell Dumbledore, one of the few wizards

able to speak Mermish, that Harry was very brave.
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Jan P. Dunn, “This Book is Magic. I love this book....and keep discovering new information in it,

as my knowledge of the sea deepens. Some other readers complained that it is not about

magic. I disagree. This book makes me feel as though I am at the seashore even when I am

landlocked. I am very grateful that the authors provide so much information about what we can

do to help the oceans and the creatures that call the oceans their home. The ocean IS the

MAGIC and this magic can only happen when the ocean is allowed to be her wild and pristine

self. I enjoyed reading about other peoples experiences of the ocean's magic and how they

are inspired by it. As a Sea Priestess myself, I am aware of the responsibility we all share as

caretakers.....and this is one book I will keep close by for inspiration. It lifts my spirits, and what

greater magic is there?”

RaisinBran, “Everything you ever wanted to know about mermaids. I really admire Lucy

Cavendish's oracle decks. The writing always inspires as much thought and contemplation as

the art. Her mermaid oracle is a true joy. Here, one can see where she drrw much of her

inspiration for that deck. VCavendish & Conneeley have created a treasure of mermaid lore,

myth, symbolism & traditions related to mermaids, the element of water and its many

associations. Its a great research tool if you are writing about mermaids, using the mermaid

archetype as a symbol for meditation or just interested in connecting with the watery realm.”

kandibabi, “Magical. A very magical book on mermaids. Much of the work is viewed through

the lens of wicca, which is not necessary but understandable as many of the contributors follow

that path. It's fairly fluffy but a lot of good information is included, and a bit of fluff is good for

the soul.”

painting pixies, “I still enjoyed this material and am happy to recommend it. Another well written

piece by Lucy Cavendish that will appeal highly to those who feel strongly connected to

Mermaid energy. I had thought that I was, which is why I purchased this book, but after reading

it, I see that I am drawn to other areas of practice and study. I still enjoyed this material and am

happy to recommend it.”

Christina Merwolf, “every true mermaid needs this. Every mermaid needs this now, and no not

the girls or women that want to be now because it is a trend. I personally don't believe they can

appreciate the awsome ness of this book. It really connects with you”

M. Glantz, “I love this one. I love this one... this is for my personal use.... I think every person



that loves mermaids or think she was a mermaid, should have this one,”

Cliente Ebook Tops, “Mermaids. I love this book. If you love mermaids you must read it. There

are a lot of information about the sea and its magic. There are some information about how to

do sea scrying, how to see the mermaids and so on.”

Melody, “Loved it!. This is a fabulous book about the mermaid kingdom. I loved Mermaids 101

from Doreen Virtue. This one goes even deeper and is just as enjoyable to read.”

Michael, “arrivé dans les temps et en excellent état, merci beaucoup. Un très bon livre, arrivé

dans les temps et en excellent état, merci beaucoup!”

The book by Serene Conneeley has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 94 people have provided feedback.



Language: English

File size: 1237 KB

Text-to-Speech: Enabled

Screen Reader: Supported

Enhanced typesetting: Enabled

X-Ray: Not Enabled

Word Wise: Enabled

Print length: 370 pages

Lending: Enabled

Simultaneous device usage: Unlimited

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/d

